Analysis of popular science magazines can offer a significant contribution to the study of the history of science popularisation and the relation between the language of science and everyday language in Italy. This paper reconstructs the history of science popularisation through analysis of popular science magazines published in Italy from 1788 to date. The material examined consists of 80 popular science magazines covering various scientific disciplines, reporting current issues and targeted at a non-specialist public. Such material had never been gathered and organised in a systematic way before. The analysis did not take into account academic scientific journals which generally cover a single discipline and use technical language or high-quality science popularisation journals which also use specialist language. The element that all 80 magazines have in common is the use of non-technical, easily understandable language for a public that does not possess any specialist scientific knowledge. The analysis of the material offers an overview of the scientific disciplines that have been covered more extensively in popular science magazines from the end of the 18th century to date. In addition, it shows how priorities in coverage changed in different historical periods and how a variety of science communication modes have been established over time
Material division into periods
Every historical or critical analysis of the language of science popularisation is based on a corpus of documents which should be as complete as possible. Furthermore, 1 it should be coherently organised. On the basis of this assumption, a bibliographical search was conducted in order to compile the first catalogue of Italian popular science magazines from their first appearance to date.
In order to organise the analysis of the corpus, the material gathered was divided into periods. These periods are not equally long but they correspond to the variations in the number of popular science magazines in circulation over time. Consequently, the following periods have been identified: a long initial period (1788-1863), followed by a period of intensive publishing activity after the unification of Italy when the number of popular science magazines multiplied , the difficult period between the two World Wars when few new magazines appeared 
The first popular science magazines in Italy the 18th and 19th centuries
Towards the end of the 18th century in Europe up-to-date information on the latest events and the most interesting innovations in all scientific fields of knowledge started circulating. Facts and events directly related to science and its applications in society and industry were reported along with that information. This phenomenon, which follows the genesis of public opinion on science, is part of a wider process described by Jürgen Habermas that is, the formation of public opinion in 17th century Great Britain, when the circulation of goods was accompanied by the spread of commercial news.
Along with the first news-sheets and newspapers, new communication channels and forms were created for science as well. Science news aroused interest mainly because of its resulting applications in agriculture and industry. In 18th century Italy, science news also appeared for the first time in periodicals aimed at a non-specialist audience which resembled commercial news-sheets rather than traditional academic In order to examine the contents of the popular science magazines published between 1864 and 2002, forty-two magazines which managed to survive for more than ten years were selected. The contents of their issues for one year out of ten were analysed. In this case as well, preference was given to an organisation of articles and news into topics rather than traditional academic disciplines. The frequency with which scientific but also historical, anthropological and social topics appeared was taken into account. Interest in technological applications directly affecting everyday life was also applications in home and leisure activities had particular appeal to readers. Since popular science magazines devoted a great deal of space to current issues, the latter were all gathered together in a special category which includes current events and articles on aspects of social, political and economic life. Table 1 is based on the number of articles and news items which appeared on each topic. In the upper part (in white), the more frequently covered topics can be seen, 
Popularised science communication modes
As could be expected, the language of the popular science magazines that were taken into account changed significantly over the two centuries monitored. However, it is possible to indicate some modes of communication which persisted over time although they were adapted to linguistic, cultural and social changes.
News reporting
Science news reporting was already present in the very first popular science magazines where reporting on current issues was one of the most prominent features.
Along with scientific papers on the latest theories and discoveries, brief news items were published. Those items described interesting events which had taken place recently and not very far away, or facts " that allow for more important and direct benefits" , as Comi wrote in February 1793 (Commercio, 1793, 774). In 50 years' time news items became the pillar of a large number of popular science magazines. They were often presented in the form of very short articles written in everyday language.
Rather than popularise science, the aim of those magazines was to inform readers and bring them up to date with the latest news from the world of science and industry.
The popularisation aspect was emphasised in the years that followed the unification of Italy when a large number of popular science magazines were published. 
Assertion
The image of a powerful science which provides certainties and wealth appeared in full view for the first time in some popular science magazines published after the unification of Italy. The instrument used in order to convey that image of a dominant science was a language full of assertions.
That tendency was more evident during the twenty years of the Fascist regime when popular science magazines featured propaganda slogans on science using Benito Mussolini' s words. Propaganda was strikingly plain and straightforward. Slogans were based on images of an efficient, competent and reliable science. In a large number of popular science magazines of that time, " Fascist" was one of the most frequent adjectives used to describe " science" .
When the objective of spreading propaganda ceased to exist, part of the popular science press after the Second World War continued cultivating the image of a science which provides certainties, truths and social well-being. That tendency is confirmed by the way in which fear that s cientific research was being used to construct lethal weapons such as the atomic bomb was dealt with: positive images of a future when technology would be the pillar of an advanced society were often presented. " In 2000 we will be young at 100 years of age" claimed La Scienza Illustrata in 1955. It was one of the many dreams of that time with reference to the mythical 2000 when it was imagined there would be nuclear railway engines and cars that could travel at sea or in the air (Scienza e vita, 1965 ) . In addition, the dividing line between scientifically grounded forecasts and pure imagination was very subtle. In fact, particularly in the 
